Chapter XXVII
COMMUNISM AND  REUNION

we have seen, the Pope's three years in Warsaw
gave him a dread of Communism. It also gave him a
practical insight into the problems of the Orthodox
Church and the Catholic Church. From the moment of
his election as Sovereign Pontiff, he laid stress on the fact
that he wanted to make his Pontificate a reign of peace.
He has admitted more than once that his great hope has
been that he should go down to posterity as the Pope of
Reunion. He had hoped that he would be able to bring
about the reunion of all, or almost all, the Christian
Churches. There seemed great difficulties over the pros-
pect of such a reunion with Protestantism, but he thought
there was considerable hope for reunion with the Ortho-
dox Churches.
During his Warsaw period he had many conversations
with Monsignor Szeptycki, Metropolitan of the Uniate
Church in Lwow (Lemberg). This Prelate had been a
prisoner in Russia and propagated the idea of the union
of the Orthodox Church with the Catholic Church. He
proposed that the converted Orthodox should keep their
Oriental rite. However, the Polish ecclesiastics had a
very different idea about this. They held the Oriental rite
rather in contempt, regarding it as part of the schisma-
tical religion and considered that the conversion of the